{. K 


DON ALT i 70eN a AEN De Co beh Ms CAPR ST ROA GAPS 


Cot eS OP ee GON bathe ORE hG ON 


Compiled by Judi Byrd 


Copyright 1988 by 
CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1618 Exchange Street 


Astoria, Oregon 97103 


$ 4.00 


INTRODUCTION 

The original records of the Oregon Donation Land Claims are in the 
National Archives and the Land Office, Portland, Oregon. From these records 
the Portland Genealogical Forum abstracted genealogical information. We have 
here excerpted from the Forum's abstracts, the Donation Land Claims in Clatsop 
County, Oregon, all of which were filed in the Oregon City Land Office. 

For an understanding of these claims and background information, we 
strongly recommend reading the introductory material in the Portland 
Forum's volumnes, which are available locally in the Whitney Genealogical 
Collection, Astor Public Library, Astoria, Oregon. 

The Portland Forum's members worked on this massive project for 


many years and we extend to them our appreciation. 


Clatsop County Historical Society 


The donation land claim locations given in these abstracts were compared 
with Metsker Clatsop County township maps, and the following differences 
noted: 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


720 


1634 


1688 


3536 


3786 


3848 


3873 


MORRISON, Robert W. 
Map location T7N R10OW, secs 3,4; T8N R1OW, secs 32, 33 


McCLURE, John 
Map location T8N ROW, secs 7, 8, 17, 18 


SMITH, Samuel C. 
Map location T8N- ROW, secs 7,8; T8N R10W, secs 12, 13 


TICE, Isaac 
Map gives name as Isaac TUIS. 


MONTGOMERY, Almerin 
Map location T7N R10W, sec 12 


ELDER, Joshua 
Map gives name as Joshua LEDGER. 


LAVERY, Brian 
Map gives name as Brian SAVERY. 


Claim locations in Columbia county: 


No. 


No. 


2894 


3671 


No. 4766 


BRADBURY, Clement A. 
T8N R4W, secs 15, 22, 23, 26, 27 


WEST, John 
T8N R5W, sec 31 


McLEAN, John 
T8N R4W, secs 15, 22 


ioe 


Townships 


CLATSOP COUNTY, OREGON 


Map of Townships, Ranges and Sections 
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NOTE OF CAUTION: 


ABBREVIATIONS 


acre or acres 
about 

adjoin or adjacent 
affidavit 

Arrived in Oregon 

born 

claim 

certificate 
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clerk 

county 

conflict 

died or death 

deceased 

District Court 
Donation Claim 
document 


Hd 
h&w 
JP 
LO 


Ore T 

R 

S 

SC 
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T 
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Homestead 

husband and wife 
Justice of the Peace 
Land Office 
married 

North 

naturalized 
Oregon City 
Oregon Territory 
Range 

South 

Settled Claim 
section 

temporary absence 
Township 

Witness 

his mark 


Following a person's name shows this person gave affidavit that 
he had known them as husband and wife since day of marriage. 


Indicates that both dates are given for the same act in the same 


record OR it was not possible to determine which was intended. 


Name as given on document but it is different from existing names 
OR there is doubt in what was intended. 


Old documents contain extremely variable spellings of names. 


The claims are listed in order of claim numbers. 


Lvs 


An index begins on page 12. 


CLATSOP COUNTY, OREGON DONATION LAND CLAIMS 1 


_No. 481 OLNEY, Cyrus b 1815, Geneva, N.Y. Arr Ore 8 Aug 1851; SC 1 Nov 
1854; m 1st 9 Aug 1840 Jefferson Co, Ia. Mary (Polly) Tillotson (Tillitson), 
dau of Ira & Sabrina Tillotson of Elyria, Oh, b 1826, d 23 Feb 1848 Fairfield, 
Jefferson Co, Ia. m 2nd Sarah E. Nealley 18 May (23rd Apr) 1849, Burlington, 
Ia; she was b 1829, d 7 Jan 1864. Cyrus d 21 Dec 1870 Astoria, Ore. 

Ore c cert #482 Cyrus Olney signed as a Judge of the Ore Supreme Court. 

Aff: John Thomas, John Hobson. T/7N R10W, secs 15, 16; 320.55 a. 


No. 482 CARNAHAN, Hiram b 1820, Tenn. Arr Ore 28 Oct 1846; SC 1 Apr 
1851; m Mary Ellen Morrison 4 Oct 1849, Ore T. Aff: Luke Taylor, 
Robert W. Morrison. T/N, ROW, secs 13, 14, 24; 614.32 a. 


No. 711 POWERS, Truman (Freeman) P.  b 1803, Vt. Arr Ore Oct 1846; SC Mar 
1851; m Mary M. Newton 12 Aug 1847, Polk County, Ore T. Aff: Thomas Newton, 
Ferdenand Ferrell, John Adair. T8N R1OW, secs 25, 26, 35, 36; 644.54 a. 


No. 719 HOBSON, John H.  b 1825, England; Arr Ore 1 Sept 1843; SC 29 Aug 
1851; m Dyaner (Diana) Owens, dau of Thomas Owens 23 Oct 1851 Clatsop Co, 

Ore T. Cit. Cert. was filed with former notification. Aff: Philip Gearhart, 
Thomas Owens (MA). TZN R1OW, secs 8, 9, 10; 638.95 a. 


No. 720 MORRISON (Morison), Robert W. b 1811, Ky. Arr Ore 10 Nov 1844; SC 
20 Nov 1845; m Nancy Irwin 10 Mar 1831, Mo. Aff: Lewis Thompson, John 
Hobson. T8N RIOW, secs 3, 4; T7N R1OW, secs 32, 33; 643.33 a. 


No. 865 (filed as 805) Rejected; SCHWATKA, Fredrick Gustavus, Sen. b 1810 
Baltimore, Md. Arr Ore 12 Aug 1850; SC 12 Nov 1853; m Amelia Hukill 24 Oct 
1833, Ohio Co, Va (W. Va); their children: Cathrine Maria, Helena Amelia, 
Laurettee, August, Josephine, Fredrick Gustavus Jr & Eliza Schwatka. Land 
located on Lewis & Clark River at Mamaloos Point, adjoining claims of 

Rev.'L. Thomson (Thompson--OC c #2975); A. Montgomery (OC c #3786) & Jason 
Granary(?), J.P. 18 Nov 1853 SC Aff: Thomas Scott, John G. McComas (McLomas?), 
& Joseph Jeffers (c #2975, MA from15 Nov 1835 to present time). 17 July 1896 
Robert A. Miller, register, wrote Gen. LO, "...no action having been taken 

by the heirs of Schwatka." Cancelled in part by a Hd. (One doc. gave location 
as T8N R10W, secs 6, 7.) Cancelled Aug 4, 1896. 


No. 1052 SHIVELY, John M.  b 1804, Spencer City, Ky. Arr Ore Oct 1843; SC 
29 Jan 1844; mist Martha Meade who d 1841; m 2nd Susan S. 30 Mar 1847, Wash D.C. 
Aff: Robert Shertip, homas Owen, John McClive. 
T8N ROW, secs 8, 9, 16, 17; 640.55a. 


No. 1634 McCLURE, John’ b 1798, Jefferson Co, Ky. Arr Ore 10 Jly 1843; SC 
10 Jan 1844; m Louisa “last day" Nov 1851, Clatsop Co, Ore T. Aff: James 
Birnie, Robert Shortess, John Badolet (MA). Badolet and Thomas Scott gave 
aff they were present at m of John McClure & Louisa, a native of the Chehalne 
people, an Indian woman. Boundary conf with Geo. W. Cook 30 June 1858. 7 June 
1850 John McClure sold & deeded to Jacob S. Rinearson 1/4 of c (on which town 
of Astoria now stands). 15 July 1852 Rinearson deeded part of his interest 
to James Taylor for $3,000. 4 Feb 1858 McClure sold to Cyrus Olney & McClure 
acknowledges receipt of $10,000 for his part from Rinearson. Leonard & Green 
had interest in store house on this land 4 Feb 1858. 25 Oct 1862 Maj. Jacob 
S. Rinearson and Col. James Taylor engaged W. C. Johnson, attorney, to look 
after their interest in the Astoria c. Mr. Holbrook may have been retained 
with him. J. M. Shevely, John Godfrey & Wm. T. (X) Senger surveyed this c. 
James Wayne was Recorder of Deeds, Clatsop Co. James W. Davis, Clk Dist Co. 


Geo. H. Williams, Chief Just. of T. of Ore. 31 Aug 1863 South half was 
given to Louisa and North half to John McClure. Adj c was owned by Jd. M. 
Shively, Welch, S.C. Smith (later owned by James Taylor). 


No. 1641 COOK, George Washington b 1818, Rutland, Vt. Arr Ore Oct 7/Nov 
1850; SC 20 Nov or 18 Dec 1850; Aff: Luke Taylor, Enoch Blodgett. Geo. W. 
Cook sold c by 30 June 1858 to wife of Cyrus Olney, neighbor. W. Hall, 
surveyor. T8N ROW, Secs 17, 18; 320.93 a. 


No. 1688 SMITH, Samuel C. b 1815, Baltimore, Md. Arr Ore 1 Oct 1843; SC 
25 Dec 1844. Aff: John McClure, Robert Shortess, Henry S. Aiken. 
T8N R1OW, secs 7, 8, 12, 13; 276.70 a. 


No. 1879 COFFENBURRY (-BERRY), George Washington b 1814, Va. Arr Ore Oct 
1846; SC 1 Sept 1852; m Sarah Ferguson (b Randolph Co, N.C.) 4 Jan 1835, Ind. 
Aff: Clement A. Bradbury, A. A. Eleman, N. A. Eberman, A. C. Bradbury. 

T8N R1OW, secs 22, 23, 26, 27; 641.79 a. 


No. 1926 TAYLOR, James b 1809, Bedford Co, Pa. Arr Ore Oct 1845; SC 1 
Feb 1851; m Esther De Armond (D'Armon) 14 July 1839, Putnam Co, Oh. 

Aff: Robert W. McEwan (Euvan), John Hobson, Solomon H. Smith. States his 
"family consists of Esther, his wife, and Ione Eliza, Edward Alexander, 
Frank James, and Mary, his children." 

T7N R10W, secs 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16; 645 a. 


No. 2529 JEWETT, John b 1796, N.H. Arr Ore 27 Nov 1847; SC 28 Feb 1849; 
m Harriet 19 Apr 1848, Ore T. Letter dated Mar 5, 1851 requests wife be 
given S 1/2, mentions children both have by a former husband & wife. It 
also included statement of Cyrus Olney, as neighbor, stating he knows land 
and family circumstances & request is just. 12 June 1865 John & Harriet 
Jewett wrote E.S. Applegate, Surveyor Gen. of Oregon requesting change of 
division and giving N 1/2 to wife. Aff: Augustus C. Wirt, Hiram Carnahan, 
R. W. Morrison. T/7N R1OW, secs 21, 22, 27, 28; 641.14 a. 


No. 2699 BRAMAN, Jason’ b 1821, Genesee Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 6 Nov 1851; SC 
12 Oct 1852; m Laura Meade, Feb 1845, Wayne (?), Mich. Attached doc states 
Dr. Jason Braman served 20 Oct 1855 to 1 June 1856 as Ass't Surgeon in the 
9th Reg. 0. M. Militia & the 2nd Reg. O.M. Volunteers during the Indian War 
in Southern Ore in 1855 & 1856. His presence frequently required at Jack- 
sonville & Salem, Ore T from termination of his duties in the field to l 
Jan 1857.. Also attached doc sworn to by P.W. Gillette states that on 19 
Nov 1859, lands claimed by Jason Braman...were sold by order of Circuit 
Court by Sheriff of Clatsop Co to satisfy a judgement against said Braman 
in behalf of Joseph Jeffers of Clatsop Co. Said Jason Braman having departed 
from State of Ore, his whereabouts unknown, therefore Oath of Allegiance 
cannot be obtained. Aff: Joseph Jeffers, Isaac Harrell, W.W. Parker, P.W. 
Gillette. T/7N R1OW, secs 1 & 12; 160 a. 


No. 2774 TULLER, Jerimiah (Jeremiah) b 1822, Oh. Arr Ore 1 Nov 1844; SC 
1 Sept 1849; m Miriam A. 25 July 1850, Clatsop Co. Ore T. 

Aff: Philip Gearhart, Thomas Owens, G.W. Coffinbury. 

T8N R1IOW, secs 21, 22, 28; 611.34 a. 


No. 2777 HARRELL, Isaac b 9 Jan 1807, Butler Co, Oh. Arr Ore 26 Nov 1847; 
SC 12 Oct 1849; m Mary Ann 24 Nov 1838, Winnebago Co, I1]. Aff: John 
Jewitt, David E. Pease. T7N ROW, secs 19, 20, 29 & 30; 624.36 a. 


No. 2778 ROGERS, Moses b 1817, Newburyport, Essex Co, Mass. Arr Ore 


July 1849; SC 7 Jan 1852. mMina (Mirna) F. Boelling 8 Oct 1850, Astoria, 
Clatsop Co, Ore T. Had dau Mina Philpeona b Astoria 31 Aug 1851. Aff: 

Isaac Herell (Harrell), John McClure, Geo. Flavel, Ira McKean, Daniel Ingalls. 
T7N ROW, secs 7, 18, 8, 17; 627.77 a. 


No. 2894 BRADBURY, Clement A. b 1819, Limerick, York Co, Me. Arr Ore 25 
Dec 1846; SC 5 Apr 1851; m-Ann H. 28 Mar 1850, Clatsop Co, Ore T. 24 Oct 
1853, states he has one child Bethenia Angeline. c situated above Oak 
Point on Columbia River. Aff: Antonio Barichio, John McLean, John West, 
Geo. Summers (MA), Richard Hobson (MA), Alex S. Abernethy, Oben Weld, JP. 
T8N R4W, secs 15, 22, 23, 26, 27; 640.63 a. 


No. 2942 GILLETT, Preston W. b 1825, Oh. Arr Ore 15 Sept 1852; SC 1 Mar 
1853. Aff: Almorin Montgomery, James D. Fay. 
T7N R1OW, secs 1, 12; T7N ROW, secs 6, 7; 161.50 a. 


No. 2943 SCOTT, Thomas b 1820 Sullivan Co, Ind. Arr Ore 15 Nov 1850; SC 
1 Mar 1851. Oath of Allegiance signed in Wasco Co 27 Feb 1863. Aff: 
Joseph Jeffers, James D. Fay. 1857 John McClure was JP of Clatsop Co. 

T7N ROW, sec 6; T7N R1OW, sec 1; T8N ROW, sec 31; T8N R1OW, sec 36; 310 a. 


No. 2975 THOMPSON (THOMPSEN), Lewis b 1809, Ky. Arr Ore 1845; SC 17 Nov 
1852; m Sarah E. 18 Oct 1848, Ore T. Signed Oath of Allegiance 21 Jun 1865. 
Aff: Robert W. Morrison, Fenis C. Mills. 

T7N R10W, secs 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11; 629.80 a. 


No. 3081 BROWN, John b 1810, Stockport, England. Arr Ore 2 Oct 1851; SC 

1 Nov 1855; m Elizabeth 17 Aug 1837, Tazewell Co, I11. Came to U.S. at 

age of 11/4 yrs, & cont. to reside therein till present time & his father 
became naturalized cit during his minority. Signed Oath of Allegiance 18 
Sept 1865. Aff: Daniel Ramey, Eli C. Crow, Daniel C. (X) Ramey, James Brown. 
T8N R7W, secs 17, 18, 19, 20; 320 a. 


No. 3108 MOTTLEY (MATLEY), Obadiah C. b 1807, Va. Arr Ore 15 Sept 1846; 
SC 24 Oct 1846; m Elizabeth W. 18 June 1836, I11. Aff: Thomas Owens, 
Jeremiah G. Tuller. 

TON R10W, secs 2, 3, 4; T7N R1OW secs 33, 34, 35; 640.74 a. 


No. 3109 GEARHEART (GEARHART), Philip b 1810, Pa. Arr Ore 25 Sept 1848; 
SC 1 June 1850; m Margret C. 10 Nov 1836, Ind. Aff: Alva Condit, Joseph 
Jeffers. TO6N R10W, secs 3, 4, 9, 10; 640.05 a. 


No. 3119 CALLENDER, Philo b 1805, Chenango Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 8 Nov 1850; 
SC 1 Mar 1853. Aff: John Jewett, John Hobson. 
T7N R1OW, secs 27, 28; 321.60 a. 


No. 3154 CROW, Eli C. b 1828, Dickson Co, Tenn. Arr Ore "thereabouts" 20 
Oct 1845; SC 5 Apr 1851. Aff: Daniel C. (X) Ramey, Jonathan (X) Barten. 
T8N R7W, secs 17 & 20 (Cathlumet Bay of Clatsop Co); 321.04 a. 


No. 3155 BROWN, James b 1821, Morris Co, N.J. Arr Ore Oct 1851; SC 1 
Apr 1853. Aff: John Brown, Eli C. Crow. T8N R7W, secs 16 817; 160 a. 


No. 3157 LOUK (X), Jefferson J. b 1829, Pa. Arr Ore 15 Sept 1847; SC 9 
Aug 1854; m Catherine 18 Feb 1849, Ore T. Aff: Phillip Gearheart, John 
Thomas, John Hobson. T6N R10W, secs 9, 10, 15; 571.16 a. 


No. 3158 LATTIE, William b July 1832, Ore T. Arr Ore “born in Ore T". 


as 


SC 20 Nov 1852. An American half breed Indian. Nat by virtue of his 
father, Alexander Lattie's intention filed 16 May 1849, Clackamas Co, Ore 
T. . Father d Sept 1849. Aff: John Hobson, Solomon H. Smith, Philo Callen- 
der. TO6N RIOW, sec 28; 318.94 a. 


No. 3203 JEFFERS, Joseph  b 1807, Washington City, D.C. Arr Ore 9 Sept 
1847; SC 18 Nov 1850; m Sarah Herford 19 Nov 1829, Wheeling, Ohio Co, Va 
(W Va). Their children were Elijah C., Caroline E., Josephine, John 

and Sarah Frances Jeffers. Aff: Truman P. Powers, James D. Fay, Calib 
Goodwin. T8N ROW, secs 30, 31; 645.37 a. 


No. 3256 LATTIE, Mary Catherine (alias Elizabeth)  b 1813, Ore T. SC 25 Feb 
1853; m Alexander Lattie 1845, Ft. Vancouver, Ore T (Wn). (Church records 
give Alexander Lattie, son of John Lattie & Helen Clark, b St. Andre, 

County Firth, Scotland, 10 May 1802, member of Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland & Marie Catharine Sikkas, member of Catholic Church, m 3 Nov 1845 
St. James Cathedral, Vancouver, Ore T by F. N. Blanchet, Priest & Missionary. 
Witnesses: Wm. McBean, John Finlay.) She gave aff her real name 

was Elizabeth, but they were m by Catholic Priest who called her Mary 
Catharine. Also given in aff - “husband was a foreigner, who was made 

a cit 16 May 1849. Alexander Lattie drowned in the Columbia river, near 

the mouth of the Willamette River in Sept 1849. Aff: Wm. Lattie, John 
Hobson, Philo Callender. T6N R1OW, secs 21, 28; 324.17 a. 


No. 3323 SHANE, Carlos Walstier b 19 Sept 1817, Cincinnati, Hamilton Co, 
Oh. Arr Ore 16 Sept 1846; SC 10/12 Nov 1852; m Laura 13 Aug 1850, Clatsop 
Co, Ore T. Aff: Franklin D. Shane, Jermiah G. Fuller, Wilder W. Parker. 
T7N ROW, secs 19, 20; 641.43 a. 


No. 3333 McKEAN, Ambrose B. b 1824, Ross Co, Oh. Arr Ore 4 Nov 1847; SC 
20 Aug 1854; m Nancy Jane Moffitt 6 Feb 1847, Peoria Co, I1]. Boundary 
conf- with Luke Taylor and Jacob G. Coe. Aff: Moses P. Hubbard, Jacob 

G. Coe (MA), Geo. W. Cook. T8N ROW, secs 27, 28, 33, 34; 498.26 a. 


No. 3334 McKEAN, Ira H. b 1819, Ross Co, Oh. Arr Ore 4 Oct/15 Nov 1847; 
SC 10 Nov 1851/1 June 1853; m Jane M. Lanore (Lamore) 21 Oct 1841/Feb 1842, 
Peoria Co, Ill. Aff: Charles Moffitt, Jacob W. Moffit, Jacob G. Coe, John 
Isham, Adam Van Dusen. T8N ROW, secs 21, 22, 27, 28; 603.56 a. 


No. 3344 THOMAS, John b 1825/6, Wales. Arr Ore 20 Oct 1850; SC 1 Apr 1855. 
Declared intention to become cit 7 Nov 1850. c was “bounded on West by 
Pacific Ocean, E by Cullody Lake, S by John Jewitt's c &N by c of Cyrus 
Olney." 15 Apr 1864 signed Oath of Allegiance. Aff: Minian Eberman, 

Thomas B. Robinson, Cyrus Olney, Fredrick Bearman. 

T7N R1OW, secs 15, 16, 21, 22; 320.64 a. 


No. 3359 PEASE, David Egbert b 1820, Wayne Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 5 Sept 1849; 
SC 2 Mar 1853; m Hannah P. 16 Mar 1845, Jersey Co, I1]. Aff: Thomas W. 
Wallace, Richard Hobsen, Ninian A. Eberman. 

T8N R1OW, secs 15, 16, 21, 22; 92.55 a. 


No. 3446 KINDRED, Bartholomew C.  b 1818, Jackson Co, Ind. Arr Ore 20 Dec 
1844; SC 20 Oct 1846; m Rachel Myler, 26 Aug 1841, Daviess Co, Mo. 1853 
lists heirs as Henry P., James F., Joel, Nancy, Julius & Mary Kindred. 10 
Mar 1857 letter from F.W. Hodges, Astoria, states Mr. Kindred is now in 
Calif. Aff: Joel Welch, S. H. Smith, David Ingalls, James Welch. 

T8N R1OW, secs 4, 5, 8, 9; 639.90 a. 


No. 3470 MARLIN, Henry’ b 1822, Perry Co, Pa. Arr Ore 13 Oct 1845; SC 1 
Aug 1849; m Emily J. 10 May 1846, Washington Co, Ore T. c was located 1/2 
mile East of Custom House in Astoria on Columbia River. Aff: John McClure, 
Robert Shortess. T8N ROW, secs 2, 10, 11; 589.17 a. 


No. 3536 TICE, Isaac b 12 Aug 1827, Oh. Arr Ore 25 Oct 1851; SC 27 Feb 
1852; m Elizabeth 8 July 1850, Peoria Co, 11]. Aff: Samuel Talman, Eli 
C. Crow, James Brown. T8N R7W, secs 20, 21; 321.53 a. 


No. 3549 BARTON (X), Jonathan b 1828, Licking Co, Oh. Arr Ore 1 Dec 1847; 
SC 5 Apr 1851. In 1853 he names 3 bros., Simon, Wm., & Lemuel Barton of 
Peoria Co., Il]. as his heirs. 1869 James Brown was owner of c. Aff: Eli 
C. Crow, Daniel C. (X) Ramy, Thomas Hart. T8N R7W, secs 16, 17, 20, 21; 
321.53 a. Pleasant Valley, 5 mi S of Cathlamet Head. 


No. 3553 RAMEY (X), Daniel C. b 1829, Frankling Co, Oh. Arr Ore abt 9 
Dec 1847; SC 4 Aug 1851. c adjs Jonathan Barton's & Samuel Tallman's. 
Aff: E1iC. Crow, Jonathan (X) Barton, Samuel T. McKean, Clk Dist Court, 
Clatsop Co, Thomas Hart. T8N R7W, secs 17, 18; 314.50 a. 


No. 3566 RAYMOND, William Wakeman b 1815, Madison Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 20 
May 1840; SC 9 Apr 1850; m Almira 1 Aug 1839, Amsterday, N.Y. Lists 6 
children: Martha Almira, Elmira Aurelia, Geo. Wm., Elizabeth Ann, Nathan 
David, & James Henry Raymond. 1857 letter from T. W. Wallace - "W.W. Ray- 
mond absent from County...he is a Sub Indian Agent now in service beyond 
the Dalles." 7 Dec 1859 sold for $200 S one half of c to John Adair, doc 
signed by C. J. Trenchard, Clk Circuit Court. 26 Apr 1864 Wm. W. Raymond 
and his wife Almira were divorced in Circuit Court of Clatsop Co, John 
Badolbe, Clk. Aff: Lewis H. Judson, Solomon H. Smith, G. W. Coffenberry, 
Ninian Alkana Eberman, Thomas W. Wallace. T8N R1IOW, secs 9, 16. 


No. 3606 BURNSIDE, David b 1812/14, Ireland. Arr Ore 6/10 Nov 18473; SC 
28 July 1855; m Mary Ann 12 Aug 1853 (?), Philadelphia, Pa. Awarded cit 
12 Apr 1832, Philadelphia - arr port of Philadelphia abt 30 Nov 1825, 
still in minority. Cit aff of Wm. Sproul. Aff: E1iC. Crow, Isaac Tice, 
Samuel W. Tolman, Job Ross. T8N R8W, secs 16, 21, 22; 320 a. 


No. 3631 McEWAN, George Barnabas  b 1829/32 (15 Jan 1832 on cit papers), 
New Brunswick (Co of North Umbland). Arr Ore 4/10 Nov 1853; SC 15 Feb 
1854. Declared intention to become cit 28 Feb 1854, before Samuel T. 
McKean, Clk Dist Co, Clatsop Co, Ore T, D.E. Pease, JP, W. W. Parker, 
Notary Public. Signed Oath of Allegiance 12 Mar 1866. Cit was awareded 
10 Aug 1869, W. W. Upton, Judge. Cit witnesses were John Badollet & H. B. 
Parker. On cit papers stated he arr in U.S. Astoria, Ore T Nov 1853. Geo. 
B. McEwan wrote LO that he was a keeper of a lighthouse at Cape Shoalwater, 
Shoalwater Bay, Washington T, Postoffice Oysterville, and was unable to 
make final cit as soon as he should. Aff: John W. McEwan, Geo. Davidson, 
Preston W. Gillette. T/7N ROW, sec 7; 161.62a. 


No. 3668 HUBBARD, Moses P. b 1826, York Co, Me. Arr Ore May 1850; SC 20 
Sept 1855; m Cecilia Emily Riley 13 Oct 1851, San Francisco, Cal. One 
paper included with papers is receipt from Wells Fargo Co. for money sent 
by them for c papers. In 1869 c is contested by John Riley, but Moses 
Hubbard's papers were all in order. Aff: J. W. Moffitt, J. G. Coe, A. B. 
McKean (MA), Geo. W. Cook, Custes C. Cady. Samuel T. McKean, Clk of 

Dist Co. T7N ROW, sec 2; 629.84 a. 


No. 3671 WEST, John’ b 1809, Sinloghon (?), Scotland. Arr Ore 14 July 


1850; SC 3 Apr 1851; m Margaret 15 Aug 1832/33, Quebec, Lower Canada. 

Filed intention of becoming cit 17 May 1851 before James C. Strong, Dist 
Clk, Clatsop Co, Ore T. Cit awarded 15 June 1857, Portland, Ore T, 

Cyrus Olney, Judge. Names children as Ann, Elizabeth, David, Jane & Ellen. 
30 July 1869 David West signs aff that he is son of John and Margaret West 
& is now 24 yrs of age. Aff: Clement A. Bradbury, John Brown, Henry (X) 
Picard (MA since 1 Jan 1849), Antonio Barichio, Wm. H. Harris. 

T8N R5W, sec 31; T8N ROW, sec 36; 527.63 a. 


No. 3686 SHORTESS, Robert b 1797, Cumberland Co, Pa. Arr Ore 25 Nov 1839; 
SC 1 Sept 1845; m Ann 5 July 1845, Clatsop Co, Ore T. She d 6 May 1853 
leaving 3 daus, Renette, Mary Ann & Susan. Aff: John McClure, James 

Birnie, Hiram Brown (MA). T8N ROW, secs 10, 15, 22; 639.18 a. 


No. 3704 JUDSON, Lewis Hubbel] b 1809, Dutchess Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 20 
May 1840; SC 1 Mar 1852; m Nancy Hawkins 22 Feb 1846, Champoeg Co (Marion), 
Ore T. Judson says he has 7 children, four by a former wife. Aff: Wm. 

W. Raymond (MA), John Jewitt (MA), Joshua Elder. 

T7N R1OW, secs 26, 27, 28, 33, 34; 631.60 a. 


No. 3710 COOK, James A. b 1817, York Co, Me. Arr Ore 10 Apr 1850; SC 
1 Oct 1853. Aff: Joel Welch, John W. Gearhart, Samuel Howard. 
T6N RIOW, secs 15, 16; 293.97 a. 


No. 3712 HOBSON, William b 1797, Derbyshire Co, England. SC 1 May 1844. 
Cit awarded 21 Nov 1853. Aff: Ninian A. Eberman, Solomon H. Smith. 
T8N R1OW, secs 19, 20; 324.25 a. 


No. 3756 DAVIDSON, George b 25 Nov 1826, St. Johns, New Brunswick. Arr 
Ore 15 Jan 1853; SC 26 Feb 1855; m Clementine McEwan 9 Mar/28 Feb 1855, 
Clatsop Co, Ore T. Declared intention of becoming cit 4 Apr 1855, stating 
he landed at Port of Boston Dec 1848, arr Cal. 1850. Cit awarded 2 Apr 
1860. Aff: John W. McEwen, Geo. McEwan (MA), Solomon H. Smith, David E. 
Pease, A. J. McEwan, John W. Gearhart, J. Taylor, David Ingalls, W. W. Parker. 
T8N R1OW, sec 33; 239.32 a. 


No. 3786 MONTGOMERY, Almerin b 1822, Washington Co., N.Y. Arr Ore Sept 
1852; SC 1 Feb 1853; m Emily S. Sleeth, 28 Jan 1851, Des Moines Co, Ia. 

9 Feb 1857 letter from Montgomery states when he gave notice of my tak ing 
c, "I had wife and child now both d. My wife left no heirs in this 
country. She has bros and sisters in the states...no parents. One bro 
and one sister supposed to be in Ore." Aff: G. S. Terry, Jason Brayman, 
P. W. Gillette, James D. Fay. T7N ROW, secs 7, 18; 321.60 a. 


No. 3833 McEWAN, Robert S.  b 1813, Mengomish, Nova Scotia. Arr Ore 5 Oct 
1846; SC 1 May 1850; m Cordelia Rebecca 4 Apr 1843, Holt Co, Mo. Filed 
intention to become cit 17 May 1851. Cit awarded 14 Jan 1870. Aff: 

Solomon H. Smith, Wm. W. Raymond, Ninian A. Eberman, Philo Collender. 

T8N R1IOW, secs 27, 28, 33, 34; 597.63 a. 


No. 3835 WALLACE, Thomas Wm. b 1823/4, Frederick or Fairfax Co, Va. Arr 
Ore 15 Sept 1850; SC 1 Nov 1851. Aff: Solomen H. Smith, Wm. W. Raymond, 
David E. Pease, Ninian A. Eberman. T8N R10W, secs 16, 21; 318.40 a. 


No. 3844 STEVENS, Charles b 1811, Hartford Co, Conn. Arr Ore Oct 1852; 
SC 15 Jan 1855; m Ann 13 June 1837, Philadelphia, Pa. Aff: Geo. Warren, 
Daniel Warren, Adam Van Dusen, Hiram Brown. 

T8N ROW, secs 11, 12, 13, 14; 323.20 a. 


No. 3848 ELDER, Joshua’ b 1819, Pa. Arr Ore Sept 1848/10 Jan 1849; SC 15 
Feb 1854. 1870 Sylvester G. Ingalls & L. H. Smith were owners of c, papers 
signed by H. S. Aiken as Co Clk. Aff: Thomas W. Wallace, Ninian A. Eberman. 
T8N R1IOW, secs 8, 16, 17, 20, 21; 319.05 a. 


No. 3872 ADAIR, John’ b 1808, Ky. Arr Ore 3 Apr 1849; SC 31 Oct 1849; m 
Mary Ann 2 Jan 1834, Louisville, Ky. A. Van Dusen signed papers as Notary 
Public. Aff: Robert Shortes, Ferdinand Ferrell, Turman P. Powers. 

T8N ROW, secs 9, 10, 15, 16; 637.14 a. 


No. 3873 LAVERY, Brian  b 1807, Kerry Co, Ireland. Arr Ore 7/8 Feb 1850; 
SC 7 Oct 1852. c was on Coffenberry's Slough. Filed intention to become 
cit 12 May 1851, Clatsop Co & papers signed by James C. Strong, Clk Dist Co. 
cit awarded 16 Mar 1861, Olympia, Wash. cit aff given by Butler P. Anderson 
& Daniel W. Lowell, "two good and lawful men citizens of the U.S." A. W. 
Moore, Clik of Dist Co also signed cit papers. 

Aff: A. B. McKean, B. P. Anderson, T. P. Powers, John Adair. 

T8N RIOW, secs 23, 26; 319.89 a. 


No. 3953 WELD, Eben’ b 1815, Cornish, Sullivan Co, N.H. Arr Ore 14 July 
1850; SC 20 Nov 1850. Hed abt. June 4, 1857 & Cert was issued to his heirs. 
Aff: Antonio Barichio, John McLean, Charles Maggers, Alex S. Abernecky. 

T8N R4W, secs 15, 16, 17, 21; 318.85 a. 


No. 4094 SMITH, Solomon H.  b 1806, Grafton Co, N.H. Arr Ore 29 Oct 1832; 
SC 15 Aug 1843; m Ellen, Jan 1837, Ore T. Aff: L.H. Judson, W. W. Raymond. 
T8N RIOW, secs 28, 29, 32, 33; 642.30 a. 


No. 4187 BLODGETT, Enoch b 1824, Windsor Co, Vt. SC 10 Oct 1850. 
Aff: David L. Munsell, Luke Taylor, Conrad Bailling. 
T7N ROW, secs 3, 10; 320.09 a. 


No. 4192 GREY (GRAY), William H. b 1810, Fairfield, Herkimer Co, N.Y. 
Arr Ore 2 Sept 1836 (?); SC 27 June 1846; m Mary Augusta Dix 26 Feb 1838, 
Ithaca, Tompkins Co, N.Y. Aff: David Ingalls, S. W. Smith. 

T8N R1OW, secs 20, 21, 28, 29; 336.12 a. 


No. 4203 MUNSELL, David L.  b 1827, Licking, Oh. Arr Ore Dec 1847; SC 15 
May 1850. Boundary conf with Joseph D. Higgins. Aff: Enoch Blodgett, 
Luke Taylor, Samuel Tollman. T/7N ROW, secs 11, 14, 15; 318.45 a. 


No. 4204 MOFFITT, Joab (Joah)  b 1806, Ross Co, Oh. Arr Ore 28 Sept 1850; 
SC 1 Apr 1853; m Aurelia (Orrila) Gillespi, 19 Feb 1827, Jackson Co, Oh. 
Aff: Ira H. McKean, Thomas Hart, Jacob G. Coe, Henry S. Aiken. 

T8N ROW, secs 26, 27, 34, 35; 640.35 a. 


No. 4217 McCREARY, Matthew b 1800, Washington Co, Pa. Arr Ore 20 July 
1852; SC 11 Jan 1854; m Malinda Caroline White 9 Apr 1832, Morgan Co, I11. 
Aff: Wells Holladay, Luke Taylor, Charles Starr, Almerin Montgomery. 

T7N ROW, sec 4; T8N ROW, sec 33; 304.07 a. 


No. 4255 TAYLOR, Luke  b July 1826, Great Britain (England). Arr Ore 10 
Sept/Nov 1847; SC 16 Feb 1852; m Nancy Dawson 26 Jan 1846, Linn Co, Ia. 
States his parents emigrated to U.S. & brought him when he was 3 or 4 yrs. 
old. Father, Thomas Taylor, was naturalized when he was abt 12 yrs old. 
Jan 1880 Daniel Linzy of Ossian, Livingston Co, N.Y. gave aff that he 
knew Thomas Taylor in England...knows he was father of Luke Taylor. 


Knows they came to Ossian 51 years & over ago. He (Linzy) came 

abt the same time & knew Thomas Taylor up to time of his death. Same date 
and place Israel Price, aged 71 yrs, gave aff that he knew Thomas Taylor to 
be father of Luke, who were both residents of Ossian 51 to 53 yrs ago & knew 
Thomas Taylor until his d. Under same date Chas. E. Hyde, Clk of Ossian, 
gave aff he finds names on town books of one Thomas Taylor recorded as having 
been overseer of highway for Road Dist No. 6 from year 1836. May 1880 

Luke Taylor gave aff that his father arr in U.S. in 1827. 14 July 1881 

he applied for and received citizenship, Multnomah Co, Ore. States he has 
resided in U.S. past 53 yrs & state of Ore 34 yrs. Cit aff of M. F. 

Mulkey & F. B. Labour. Henry Brallier gave aff that Nancy Dawson Taylor d 
Mar 1864. Aff: David L. Munsell, Conrad Bailling, Enoch Blodgett. 

T7N ROW, secs 3, 4, 10; T8N ROW, secs 33, 34; 639.32 a. 


No. 4256 COE, Jacob G.  b 1828, Delaware Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 25 Nov 1847; 
SC 1 Nov 1853; m Elizabeth 25 Aug 1853, Astoria, Ore T. Aff: Joab W. 
Moffitt, A. B. McKean, Ira H. McKean, G. W. Warren (MA). 

T8N ROW, secs 27, 34; 312.10 a. 


No. 4283 HUNT, Henry H. 5 Jan 1855 Aaron E. Wait, Attorney for Ursula J. 
Swain, wife of Alva H. Swain & widow of Henry H. Hunt gave the following 
information in an aff: Henry H. Hunt is dec. He arr Ore Fall 1844; b 1811, 
Oh; SC 31 Dec 1844 to 14 June 1851 except one temp abs to the Atlantic 
Slope of the U.S. & a few times abs on business. He m Ursula 14 Feb 1850, 
Wayne Co, Ind. Hunt d in San Francisco, Cal. abt 25 Dec 1852 & widow m 
Alva H. Swain 1 Feb 1854, Wayne Co, Ind. 31 Oct 1854 Ursula J. Swain, 
administratrix of estate of Henry H. Hunt, of Richmond, Wayne Co, Ind., 
gave Power of Attorney to A. E. Wait of Oregon City for settling estate. 

3 May 1854 Nicholas Smith gave aff that he was acquainted with H. H. Hunt, 
late of Clatsop Co, Ore T, & believes he was b 1811, Oh, removed by parents 
prior to 1818 to Wayne Co, Ind. until 1844 when he emigrated to Ore T. 
Smith was present at marriage 14 Feb 1850 & knows that Ursula Hunt m9 Feb 
1854 Alva H. Swain. 19 May 1854 Jacob M. Wair, Clackamas Co, Ore T gave 
aff that he emigrated to Ore T in company with Hunt in Fall of 1843 and 
fore part of 1844. Same date S. W. Moss gave aff that in 1844 Hunt built 
mill later known as Hunt's Mill. Jacob B. Julian states he wrote to Supt. 
of Marine Hospital, San Francisco for information regarding death of Hunt 
--reply from Supt. stated, "on 7 Dec 1852 Henry H. Hunt, aged abt 41, 
native of Oh came to hosp. & d on 25th of same mo. Julian stated Hunt 

was abs from wife some 25 mos. before his d but wrote frequently. Egbert 
Olcott gave aff that he purchased lumber fromHunt's Mill. Aff: James R. 
Robb, John Hobson. T8N R6W, secs 4, 5, 8, 9. 


No. 4307 CONDIT, Alva b 1800, Pa. Arr Ore Dec 1845; SC 1 June 1850 (or 
before); m Ruth 15 Mar 1821, Mercer Co, Pa. Aff: Joseph Jeffers, Philip 
Gearhart. T/7N R1OW, secs 33, 34, 35; 641.45 a. 


No. 4408 HALLADAY (X), Wells b 1801/2, Oneida Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 1 Sept 
1853; SC 19 Nov 1853; mLorinda E. 10 May 1825/July 1826, Allegany Co, N.Y.; 
Joshua Elder was surveyor of c. Aff: Enoch Blodgett, Luke Taylor, Hans 
Amerson, Ferd. Ferrell. T/7N ROW, secs 10, 15; 320.83 a. 


No. 4483 MARTIN, Joseph b 1824 or 1836, Antrim Co, Ireland. Arr Ore one 
doc states he migrated to Ore in 1842, another gives arrival in Ore as June 
1853; SC 16 Dec 1854. Filed intention to become cit 1 Sept 1848, Allegan | 
Co, Mich. cit awarded 8 June 1868, Portiand, Ore, W. W. Upton, Judge. | 
Adjoins John Farnsworth's c. Richard Dealey wrote LO in 1873 stating original 
survey of this c was not correct--U.S. Surveyor A. J. Stevenson had just 
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surveyed c again. Thomas Logan owned c by July 1870 & by 1874 Martin had left 
Country. Aff: Joshua Elder, Freeman Fransworth, Charles Starr. 
T7N R8W, secs 19, 30; 159.02 a. 


No. 4497 STARR, Charles b 1824, Onondaga Co, N.Y. Arr Ore 24 Sept 1852; 
SC 3 Feb 1854. Aff: Hiram Carnahan, Luke Taylor, Mathew McCreary. 
T7N ROW, secs 12, 13; 160 a. 


No. 4503 JEWITT (JEWETT), Addison b 1832, Lagrange Co, Ind. Arr Ore Oct/ 
Nov 1847; SC 4 Nov 1853. Aff: James H. Farnsworth, Washington Jewitt, 
John Jewitt, Geo. W. Cook. T8N ROW, secs 29, 32; 320 a. 


No. 4544 ANNERSON (ANDERSON) (X), Hans  b abt 1828/30, Norway. Arr Ore 16 
Sept 1852; SC 26 May 1853. Filed intention to become cit Lewis Co, Ore T 
(Wash T) before James C. Strong, Clk. In intention of cit the name is 
spelled Annerss. Cit was awarded Astoria, Clatsop Co, Ore 12 Aug 1873 

and last name is spelled Anderson. He stated that he emigrated to U.S., 

arr at Port of N.Y. abt Aug 1850. Aff: Luke Taylor, Enoch Blodgett, Conrad 
Berlling (Boreling), Wells Halladay. T7N ROW, secs 14, 15; 157.92 a. 


No. 4766 McLEAN, John b 1809, Ross Co,(sic) Scotland; Arr Ore 1 Oct 1834; 
SC 17 Dec 1850; no record regarding m. Declared intention to become cit 16 
Dec 1850, Clatsop Co 3rd Judicial Dist Co, Ore T. James 0. Strong signed 
doc as Clk. Ebin Weld was JP in 1853. C. A. Bradbury gave aff that 

John McLean d 1856. Doc signed 1876 states the c is in Columbia Co. Letter 
written by Alex S. Abernethey 12 May 1873 to LO states C. A. Bradbury 

is guardian for Peggy McLean, only heir of John McLean who d before his 
naturalization was complete. The c was sold by the guardian to Abernethey. 
Aff: John West, Clement A. Bradbury, Antonio Barichio, Charles Maggers. 

T8N R4W, Oak Point, secs 15, 22; 323.55 a. 


No. 4930 BEERMAN, Frederick b 1827, Germany. Arr Ore 11 Oct 1851; SC 12 
Dec 1853. Claimed cit by virtue of naturalization of father before he was 

21. 9 Apr 1877 F. Beerman gave aff that his father was nat in one of the 
courts of Cook Co, I11, when he was abt 9 yrs of age--abt 1836. States he has 
voted & served on juries in Clatsop Co, Ore. Aff: John W. McEwan, Wm. Lattie, 
John W. Gearhart, N.B. Parker. TO6N R1OW, secs 27, 28, 33, 34; 160.52 a. 


No. 5001 SHANE, Franklin D. D.  »b 1821/2, Cincinnati, Oh. Arr Ore 9 Sept 
1852; SC 12 Aug 1852; m Rachel Ada Martin 22 Feb/4 Apr 1842, Cincinnati, Oh. 
She d 5 Oct 1854, leaving two daus, Mary Aramenta & Elizabeth Ada. Oct 

1877, W. H. Smith asked that the cert of F. D. Shane & wife be issued to 

him. He also states the heirs of F. D. D. Shane are Ada E. Shane & his wife, 
Mary Shane Smith & that he bought Ada E. Shane's interest in the c. June 
1867 Mary Shane Smith had written LO regarding the c of C. W. Shane, 
afterward owned by F. D. Shane. Aff: P. W. Gillett, A. Montgomery, Charles 
W. Shaw, Wilder W. Parker. T8N R10W, secs 35, 36; 320.50 a. 


No. 5224 WERT (WIRT), Augustus C. (August) b 1823, Pa. Arr Ore Nov 1844; 
SC 1 Mar 1852; m Susan 15 Aug 1850, Clatsop Co, Ore T. Aff: David E. Pease. 
T7N, RIOW, secs 2,3,4; T8N, R1OW, secs 33, 34; 481.70a. 


No. 5262 EBERMAN, Ninian Alkanah (Niman A.) b 1822, Tenn. Arr Ore 25 Nov 
1843; SC 12 Nov 1850; m Emma H. 25 July 1850, Clatsop Co, Ore T. 

This c was abt 6 mi W of Astoria, unsurveyed land. Neighbors were G. W. 
Coffenberry, R. S. McEwan & Skipenon Creek separated his land from that of 
Jeremiah G. Fuller. Aff: John Hobson, Solompn H. Smith, David E. Pease. 
T8N RIOW, secs 15, 21, 22, 27, 28; 642.82 a. 
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No. 7849 Rejected. WELCH, James b 1816, Ky. Arr Ore 15 Nov 1844; SC 4 
May 1846; m Nancy 12 Mar 1840, “in then terr. now state of Ia." 19 Oct 1856 
SC aff: John McClure, David Ingalls (MA since 1842). Notification signed 
before Sam'1 McKean, Clk Clatop Dist Co & James Brown, JP. 18 Feb 1860 
James Welch & Nancy, his wife, relinquished c in favor of John M. Shively 

& Susan, his wife (OC 1052), wit: J. Taylor, Cyrus Olney, who signed before 
J. C. Treuchard, Clk Circuit Co. 

T8N ROW, secs 8, 9, 16, 17; S shore Columbia River; 640 a. 


No. 7880 Rejected. AIKEN, Henry S. (Appl. for final Cert by Wm. Aiken, 
heir-at-law) b 5 Apr 1818, Liverpool, Great Britain, while parents tempor- 
arily in Liverpool on business. Returned home to Boston, Mass, when abt 

1 yr old. Arr Ore 1 Oct 1847; SC 1 May 1853. 

3 Nov 1853 SC aff: Samuel A. Seymore, Alfred Ferris. 

24 Aug 1857 H. S. Aiken signed statement c abandoned; A. A. Skinner, 
wit. (doc not wit before a public official). 

10 Apr 1860 Brennan & Bachelder, by Logan and Shattuck, in behalf of 
creditors of Aiken, Flavell & M. Douglass wrote LO regarding controversy 
re land c Known as Youngs Bay Mill Claim. Malcolm Douglass, a contestant, 
served notice that depositions of L. T. McKean & others will be taken at 
Co. Clks. office, Astoria, Clatsop Co, Ore. 13 Apr (1860). H. B. Parker 
Sheriff, certified that he served written notice to Malcolm Douglass. 

The following depositions, in behalf of Brennan & Batchelder, were taken 
13 Apr 1860 before C. J. Trenchard, Clk Circuit Co: 

James Welch, age 40 yrs, tradesman:...Mr. David Ingalls was first claim- 
ant of c and a man called "Dirty Charley" jumped it from Ingalls, abt. 
1851/2. Welch arranged to pay Ingalls for land if he could hold it as a 
part of his c. After Charley, H. S. Aiken became claimant early Spring 
1853 & lived there “until sometime last spring." 1853 Welch gave Aiken 
notice he claimed the land, but Aiken went on making improvements, put up 
mill in connection with Capt. Flavell, first cleared & built house, lived 
in it, then blacksmith shop & mill. Year or two later employed Mr. Hubbard 
to build another house near where Charley's cabin stood....here he planted 
a small orchard & carried on cultivation until he left c. Malcolm Douglass 
now lives in house. Clearing commenced by Ingalls in 1846, cultivation by 
Ingalls & then Charley. 

Conrad Boelling, age 56, resident of Clatsop Co since 1849, keeps “tavern," 
aff: "About Feb 1853 Aiken & Flavell bought c of dirty Charley...formed 
partnership to build a steam sawmill and carry on lumbering business....they 
told me it would not suit Flavell to live on land so Aiken was to live on 
land and hold c. Mar 1853 Mr. West made draft of mill....Aiken went on 
land, clearing away, building, residing up & cultivating c continuously 
to Spring of 1859 when he moved over to Astoria. I have heard Aiken & Flavell 
both state the mill cost nearly $30,000. 24 Mar 1857 Douglass left my house 
to go over to the mill to work for Aiken." 

Geo. W. Cook: "Mr. Beal came to my place a mile below and said he was 
going to take possession for Aiken of the land bought of dirty Charley until 
Aiken should come up to build a mill. I went up & stopped with him on it 
that night, after that he planted a cabbage patch on the bottom above the 
mill where Charley had raised cabbages...Spring of same year men came on & 
bui It mill for Aiken." 

Theodore Y. Ferrill, age 42 yrs, resident of Youngs River Mill, blacksmith 
& machinist: May 1853 Aiken engaged him to go to San Francisco to get 
machinery for mill..."“heard Charley say he sold out to Aiken & Flavell & had 
got his money...some 3 mos after I went over to mill and went to work putting 
up machinery & ran the engines until they stopped in 1854....Capt. F lavel 
was seldom there....cost of mill about $30,000. 


Ld. 


Ferdinand Ferrill: Latter part of summer 1857 asked Douglass to come & 
saw for him at Upper Astoria Steam Saw Mill which he then ran, but Douglass 
said he was employed by Mr. Aiken. 

28 Nov 1890, Astoria, Ore, Sidney Dell, Atty, in letter to Sec of 
Interior refers to application to correct patent to Malcolm Douglass for 
River lots 1 & 2 in sec 17 T8N ROW, adj c of John M. Shively & wife, Susan 
L. States Wm. Aiken, minor son of Henry S. Aiken, dec, hereby enters a 
protest. 

28 Nov 1890 Phillip Johnson & John M. Shively of Clatsop Co gave aff that 
Henry S. Aiken, now dec'd, SC 1 May 1853 to 1 June 1857. 

26 Nov 1890 “Affidavit of Settler" as given by William Aiken, Marion Co, 
Ore, son of Henry S. Aiken: Arr Ore 1 Oct 1847...d abt 1 May 1875 in 
Clatsop Co, Ore, leaving this affiant (then 5 yrs of age) & two sisters, 
as his only children & heirs-at-law. Sisters, Jennie & Charlotte Aiken, 
have since d unm & without heirs & intestate. Henry S. Aiken married 
Maria, an Indian woman, now dec'd, 1854, Clatsop Co, Ore T. 

28 May 1891, Astoria, Ore, Sidney Dell, Atty for Wm. Aiken and his guard- 
ian, William Boys, wrote General LO at length protesting refusal of cert 
to client. (Documented argument on various points of case of interest to 
law students). Refers to Commissioner's statement that there is no proof in 
his office showing Henry S. Aiken did not take up this land for agriculture 
but for purpose of making lumber for other settlers. Dell argues that this 
does a gross injustice to this minor heir of one of the “saviors” to America 
of this now great land, himself the Adventurous son of an old American Con- 
sul...." Henry S. Aiken resided on & cultivated continuously for 4 yrs & 
longer until 1 June 1857; argues that Aiken completed requirements set down 
by Donation Land Act, that he could not by right abandon c but would 
have had to give title. Points out that relinquishment not authenticated 
by a public official. Evidence shows that c was surveyed by J. M. Shively, 
Oct 1853, mentions adj claims of Shively & John McClure, Saddle Mt., east 
bank Lewis & Clark River & Youngs Bay. Prior to survey c is referred to as 
Unsurveyed land #407. 

11 Mar 1891 rejection of claim was mailed to R. R. Giltner, Atty, with 
offices in Mulkey Bldg, NE cor 2nd & Morrison St., Port and. 

File includes several 1892 letters prior to Nov 30, when again Dept. of 
Interior rejected. Also includes information on the survey of #2368, 5 
Mar 1853, for James P. Yocum in T5S, R5W by D.M.C. Murphy and states c adjs 
that of James Coleman. (Yocum received DC OC #2423). 

T8N ROW, secs 16, 17, 21; 320 a. 
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Kindred, Bartholomew C. 3446 


Labour, F. B. 4255 

Lanore (Lamore), Jane M. 3334 
Lattie, Alexander 3256, 3158 
Lattie, Mary Catherine (Elizabeth) 325 
Lattie, William 4930, 3256, 3158 
Lavery, Brian 3873 

Leonard & Green 1634 

Lighthouse, Cape Shoalwater 3631 
Linzy, Daniel 4355 

Logan, Mr. 7880 

Logan, Thomas 4483 

Louk, Jefferson J. 3157 


Lowell, Daniel W. 3873 


Maggers, Charles 4766, 3953 

Mamaloos Point 865 

Marlin, Henry 3470 

Martin, Joseph 4483 

Martin, Rachel Ada 5001 

McBean, Wm. 3256 

McClure (McClive), John 7880, 1634, 3470, 2778, 2943, 1052, 3686, 1688 
7849 

McComas (McLomas?), John G. 865 

McCreary, Matthew (Mathew) 4217, 4497 

McEwan, A. J. 3756 

McEwan, Clementine 3756 

McEwan, George Barnabas 3756, 3631 

McEwan, John W. 4930, 3756, 3631 

McEwan, (Euvan), Robert S. 5262, 3833, 1926 

McKean, Ambrose B. 4256, 3668, 3873, 3333 

McKean, Ira H. 4256, 3334, 4202, 2778 

McKean, L. T. 7880 

McKean, Samuel T. 3668, 3631, 3553, 7849 

McLean, John 4766, 3953, 2894 

Meade, Laura 2699 

Miller, Robert A. 865 

Mills, Fenis C. 2975 

Moffitt, Charles 3334 

Moffitt, Joab (Joah) W. 4256, 3668, 4204 

Moffitt, Jacob W. 3334 

Moffitt, Nancy Jane 3333 

Montgomery, Almorin (Almerin) 2942, 4217, 3786, 856, 5001 

Moore, A. W. 3873 

Morrison, Mary Ellen 482 

Morrison, Robert Wilson 482, 2529, 720, 2975 

Moss, S. W. 4283 

Mottiley (Matley), Obadiah C. 3108 

Mulkey, M. F. 4255 


Munsell, David L. 4187, 4255, 4203 
Murphy, D. M. C. 7880 
Myler, Rachel 3446 


Nealley, Sarah E. 481 
Newton, Thomas 711 


Oak Point 4766 

Olcott, Egbert 4283 

Olney, Cyrus 1641, 2529, 1634, 481, 3344, 7849, 3671 
Owens, Dyaner (Diana) 719 

Owens (Owen), Thomas 719, 3108, 1052, 2774 


Parker, H. B. 7880 

Parker, N. B. 4930 

Parker, Wilder W. 2699, 3756, 3631, 3323, 5001 

Pease, David E. 3756, 5262, 2777, 3631, 3359, 3835, 5224 
Picard, Henry 3671 

Pleasant Valley 3549 

Powers, Turman (Truman) P. 3872, 3203, 3873, 711 

Price, Israel 4255 


Ramy (Ramey), Daniel C. 3549, 3553, 3081, 3154 
Raymond, Wm. Wakeman 3704, 3833, 3566, 4094, 3835 
Riley, John 3668 

Rinearson, Jacob S. 1634 

Robb, James R. 4283 

Robinson, Thomas B. 3344 

Rogers, Moses 2778 

Ross, Job 3606 


Schwatka, Fredrick Gustavus 865 

Scott, Thomas 1634, 865, 2943 

Seymour, Samuel A. 7880 

Shane, Carlos Walstier 3323, 5001 

Shane, Franklin D. D. 3323, 5001 

Shattuck, Mr. 7880 

Shaw, Charles W. 5001 

Shively (Shevely), John W. 7880, 1634, 1052, 7849 
Shortess (Shertip), Robert 3872, 1634, 3470, 1052, 3686, 1688 
Sikkas, Marie Catharine 3256 

Singer, William T. 1634 

Skinner, A. A. 7880 

Skipenon (Skipanon) Creek 5262 

Sleeth, Emily S. 3786 

Smith, L. H. 3848 

Smith, Nicholas 4283 

Smith, Samuel C. 1634, 1688 

Smith, S. W. 4192 

Smith, W. H. 5001 

Sproul, William 3606 

Starr, Charles 4217, 4483, 4497 

Stevens, Charles 3844 

Stevenson, A. J. 4483 

Strong, James C. (0.?) 4544, 4873, 4766, 3671 
Summers, George 2894 
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Swain, Alva H. 4283 


Taylor, J. (James) 3756, 1634, 1926, 7849 

Taylor, Luke 4544, 4187, 482, 1641, 4408, 4217, 3333, 4203, 4497, 4255 
Taylor, Thomas 4255 

Terry, G. S. 3786 

Thomas, John 3157, 481, 3344 

Thompson (Thompsen), Lewis 720, 2975 

Thomson (Thompson?), Rev. L. 865 

Tice, Isaac 3606, 3536 

Tolman (Tollman, Tallman, Talman), Samuel W. 3606, 4203, 3553, 3536 
Trenchard (Treuchard), C. J. 7880, 3566, 7849 

Tuller, Jeremiah (Jerimiah) G. 3108, 2774 


Upper Astoria Steam Saw Mill 7880 
Upton, W. W. 4483 


VanDusen, Adam 3872, 3334, 3844 


Wair, Jacob M. 4283 

Wait, Aaron E. 4283 

Wallace, Thomas Wm. 3848, 3359, 3566, 3835 
Warren, Daniel 3844 

Warren, George W. 4256, 3844 

Wayne, James 1634 

Welch, James 7880, 3446, 7849 
Welch, Joel 3710, 3446 

Welch, Mr. 1634 

Weld, Oben (Eben) 2894, 4766, 3953 
West, Jonn 2894, 4766, 3671 

West, Mr. 7880 

White, Malinda Caroline 4217 

Wirt (Wert), Augustus C. 2529, 5224 


Yocum, James P. 7880 
Youngs Bay River Mill Claim 7880 
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RESEARCH AND THE OREGON DONATION LAND CLAIM FILES 


-by David C. Duniway 


The researcher now for the first time has a complete key to unlock 
the information in the files of the old U. S. General Land Office relating 
to the granting of Donation Land Claims in Oregon. For this he will be 
deeply indebted to the Genealogical Forum of Portland which undertook and 
completed this ambitious and extensive project. 


This final volume is particularly significant since for the first 
time it provides us with details of the unsuccessful claims. Some poignantly 
point up the problems of widows, orphans, and those who tried hard but failed. 
As pages in the history of individuals, they graphically illustrate the 
problems of a migratory people, torn from European roots and always seeking 
the spectre of fortune somewhere else. In addition this volume provides 
a key to many legal documents which illustrates the policies of the U. S. 
Land Office and many specific problems which arose in the distribution of 
the public domain, 

As an Introduction to Volume 1, Dr. Dorothy O. Johansen outlined 
"The Roll of Land Laws in the Settlement of Oregon". In Volume 2 she set 
"The Land Base of Oregon's Economy" against the motivations for the migration 
to Oregon and the economic history of the area during the Territorial 
period. The Introduction of the third volume traced the history of the gold 
rushes in Southern Oregon and summarized the legal situation: 


provided that each resident white or half-breed settler who 
was a citizen of the United States or who within a year 
declared his intention of becoming a citizen could receive 
320 acres in his own name and, if married, another 320 acres 
in the name of his wife. Originally the law was to expire 
in 1853 but the time was extended to December 1855 and 
provided for those settlers who arrived in Oregon after the 
1850 date to receive 160 acres, if single, and 320 acres 
(160 acres in wife's name) if married. The law required 
four successive years' residence on the donation land claim 
before making application for certification; however the 

Act of 1853 made it possible for the claimants to purchase 
their claims for $1.25 per acre after two successive years 
of residence on said land. The act also provided for widows 


~or orphans. 


Although the motive of the Forum was to provide original genealogical 
source materials, let us look at the records and types of information which 
these volumes tap, considering their uses. 


Veet the Donation Land Law, passed September 27, 1850, 


THE DOCUMENTS: 


Le 


ho 
. 


TYPES OF 


l. 


Basic to each claim was a "Notification to the Surveyor General 
of Oregon on the settlement of Public Land". These documents 
were of two types. 


a. Identified the township, by number and range. 
b. Defined settlement on unsurveyed lands. 


Both documents identified the claimant and the county of residence, 
provided meets and bounds, and were Signed by the claimant. 


The notification was sometimes accompanied by a "Form of Settler's 
Oath claiming by virtue of settlement and cultivation commenced 
subsequent to December 1, 1850". This included a statement that 
the "land so claimed . . . is for my own use and cultivation, and 
that I have made no sale or transfer, or any arrangement or 
agreement for any sale, transfer, or alienation of the same, or 

by which the said land shall inure to the benefit of any other 
person", The document was signed by the claimant, and witnessed 
before a notary public. 


The "Affidavit of the settlers" which also accompanied the 
notification is the most useful document, genealogically speaking, 
relating to the claimant. It includes Standard data that is the 
basis of the abstracts in these volumes: 


The county of settlement, location of the land, date of 
arrival, citizenship, place or state of birth and the 
year, dates of occupancy of the claim, the name of any 
wife, and the dates and place of the marriage. 


"Proof of commencement of residence and cultivation on the land" 
is a witnessed affidavit by individuals personally acquainted with 
the claimant, usually two to a page, and corroborates the length 
of occupancy in the claimants own "Affidavit" as a settler. 


A similar "Affidavit of witness for a Settler claiming as a married 
man", from neighbors attests to the fact that the claimant and his 
wife have been living together. 

In the case of the rejected claims in this volume, there is often 
on file a notification of cancellation from the General Land Office, 
relinquishments of claims signed by the claimants, notices of 
hearings on abandoned claims, and many types of supporting documents 
including letters, affidavits and depositions. 


INFORMATION: 


The name of the claimant is the key to each file, of interest to 
the genealogist or the historian seeking biographical information. 
Most significant is the name as signed by the claimant. Any user 
must be prepared for variant spellings, even within the file, 


ARETE aR 


wrweorenne 


al 


oehetyeaer 


and if the spelling varies from that used currently 

by descendants they should not be surprised. In fact, 

a different spelling used by a claimant may suddenly 

unlock records in earlier communities where he lived. 
Students of names are well aware of the fact that 

spellings have changed under the influence of many 

factors. French names in Oregon for example have often 
been Anglicized in spelling or pronunciation. The 

useful indexes in each volume must therefore be searched for 
variants as well as the alphabetical listing of claimants in 
this volume. 


The claim number in the earlier volumes and the notification 
number in this volume are the call numbers for files of original 
records. The claim files are duplicated or divided between the 
National Archives, Washington, D. C. 20408, and the Federal Records 
Center, 6125 Sand Point Way N. E., Seattle, Washington, 98115. 

For Volumes 1, 2 and 3 the Forum members worked from the files 

now at Sand Point, except for certain Roseburg files which are 
found only in the National Archives. It may therefore pay to verify 
the abstract, obtaining copies of the file in the National Archives. 
There is always the possibility it will include additional data 

of significance to a historian, a lawyer, or some other serious 
researcher. So far as we can determine, the notification files are 
not duplicated in the Federal Records Center, but the more complex 
the file, the more significant copies would be to the researcher. 
Since the files in the National Archives have been microfilmed 

for the Oregon State Archives, Oregon State Library, Salem, 

Oregon, 97310, copies can be obtained from either institution. 
There is also the possibility that these abstracts will lead to 
other records such as suits in the Circuit and Supreme Courts 

of Oregon, and even to the records of the U. S. District Court, 
Federal Records Center, at Sand Point. 


The location of the claim is given in this volume, and for the 
earlier volumes the location is given in "The Index to the 

Oregon Donation Land Claims" published serially in the Bulletin 

of the Genealogical Forum of Portland, beginning with Volume 3, 

No. 1, September 1953. The location is verifiable in terms of meets 
and bounds in the "Notification" in the file and in the Survey 
Records of the Bureau of Land Management in Portland. They need 

to be used in conjunction with the plats of the Bureau of Land 
Management_available in the National Archives, in the Portland 
Office of the Bureau and on microfilm in the Oregon State Archives.) 


With Settlement dates they furnish the geographer a pattern of land 
settlement, and show that most of the upper Willamette Valley was 
taken by 1852. After that date, the majority of settlers in the 
valley located their land south of the Salem Hills or bought old 
claims. Of prime importance to the early settler was a good 
spring, and the only good land which was available to the late 
comer required a well. 


The arrival date in the Cregon Territory is given tor all persons 

who came to Oregon after December 1, 1850, and for many persons 

who arrived earlier. For the student of the history of the Oregon 
Trail, this date would appear to identify emigrants who may have 
travelled together. At issue is the problem of the definition of 
"arrival in the Territory". It could mean the crossing of the 
Continental Divide, or arrival at The Dalles, Foster's on the Sandy, 
at seaports such as Astoria and Portland, at Oregon City, or the final 
destination. For this reason this information is of approximate 
value, and needs to be checked against existing diaries and memoirs 
to determine its significance. Many families were divided in the 
final trauma of the trip over the Barlow trail. Parties were often 
split while able-bodied individuals went ahead for supplies, oxen 

or help. It took as little as three months to cross the "plains" by 
horseback or carriage, and the lone man or the wealthy family 
traveled that way by 1850. Any arrival before July is likely to have 
come by boat or from California, and this might be verified in the 
passenger lists of the Portland newspaper. By late August, arrivals 
may have come with oxen, but generally speaking it took six months. 
At the Barlow toll gate a record of arrivals was kept, and a 


portion has been published serially by the Clackamas County Historical 


Society. The manuscript record is in the Oregon Historical Society. 
There are also lists of pioneers by year in the newspapers and in 

the publications and records of the Oregon Pioneer Association and 

in the records of the Sons and Daughters of the Pioneers. At first 
the pioneers traveled together in organized trains, and although 
trains were organized on the Missouri River for the large migrations 
of the early 1850's, they had a hard time maintaining discipline and 
in keeping together. Both sickness and problems of human relationship 
contributed to this condition. 


The record of birth given in these claims should be considered as 
more reliable than a conflicting record from a burial record, an 
obituary, or a tombstone. The family or surviving friends could have 
been misinformed. Of greater weight would be a baptismal or other 
near contemporary birth record, and even here there may be some 
question as to whether it relates to the Same man. Since claimants 
had to be of age, there is a possibility that the claims of the 
youngest men are incorrect. In some families, children were named 
for older brothers and sisters who died. In other families a 
particular given name is found in every branch. A contemporary birth 
record could therefore relate to some other member of the family. 


The place of birth and of marriage is of significance to anyone 
Studying the migration of peoples to Oregon as well as to genealogists 
who so often need to know where a family had lived. Used in con- 
junction with the U. S. Census schedules of Population which records 
the state or country where children were born, it is possible to 
demonstrate how there were two great migration routes, one from the 
New England and other northern States, which came through Ohio and 

the Middle West to Oregon, and the other from the South which 

came through Kentucky or Tennessee. They often merged in marriages 

in the Middle West. The originals of the Census schedules are in the 
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National Archives and microfilm copies are in many western 
libraries, including the Oregon State Archives and the 

Oregon Historical Society. Additional data on these families, 
relating to their farms, industries, and deaths during the 

fiscal year preceding the census are in other schedules available 
in the Oregon State Archives. 


7. The time and length of settlement on a claim is significant to 
students of geography when used in connection with the data on 
location described above (item 2). For the settlers prior to 1849, 
they can be checked against the Land Claim Record of the 
Provisional Government in the Oregon State Archives, and for the 
period between 1849 and 1852 or 1853 in the earlier land records 
of the counties extant at that date. Some pioneers filed more than 
one claim and they well illustrate the great amount of exploration 
and debate that went into the selection of the land. 


8. "The Proof of Commencement of Residence and Cultivation" is an 
affidavit by someone who knew the claimant, and may well be a 
relative as well as a neighbor. Wherever women were involved, 
they came to Oregon in family groups, and such affidavits often 
prove to be signed by in-laws. The "Affidavit of a Witness for a 
Settler claiming as a Married Man", may also be signed by a relative. 
This same possibility should always be remembered by genealogists 
in using deeds and other witnessed documents. 


9, All documents relating to disputed claims, relinquishments and- 
abandonments are legal in character and as varied as one can 
imagine. This particular volume is important since each of the 
claims involved this type of problem. Additional data of interest 
to the historian, genealogist, geographer, or sociologist may 
appear in any of these files. As the story of the unsuccessful 
claimant, they illustrate the impact of the law and are often 
matched by files of the successful claimant abstracted in the earlier 
volumes. Because of this inter-relationship, it is important to 
check those earlier volumes for the successful claimant, and then 
to check this volume for matching material. 


From these observations it is obvious that these books are but the key 
to much richer original records in the National Archives, at the Federal 
Records Center in Seattle, and in the case of the last volume on microfilm 
at the Oregon State Archives. 
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THE ROLL OF LAND LAWS IN THE SETTLEMENT OF OREGON 
by Dorothy O. Johansen 


One of the most persistent problems engaging the attention of historians is the complex one of American 
penetration and occupation of the West. The Westward Movement acquired for the United States a national 
domain of continental dimension and influenced the processes by which public lands passed into private owner- 
ship. More subtly it helped form an American character and affected the evolving structure of the government 
under which that character developed. The settlement of the Oregon Country in the mid-nineteenth century 
was a part of this great movement, and the people who built new homes in the new land brought to it senti- 
ments and experiences from some previous frontier, Thus ideas about sovereignty, possessory rights, and 
about government and the governed heard in far-off Oregon were ideas that belonged to the tradition of the 
Westward Movement. 


As an introduction to the data culled from the certificates filed by Donation Land claimants, in these 
pages an attempt will be made to analyze the impulses behind American expansion into the Oregon Country, 
the means by which the region was acquired for the United States, and the methods by which land was trans- 
ferred into the hands of the enterprising pioneers. 


The phenomenon of expansion began almost with the first settlements on the Atlantic Coast. By the 
middle of the eighteenth century it had reached the Appalachians, and during the Revolution, pioneers moved 
in increasing numbers into the Ohio Valley. The treaty which concluded the war with Great Britain set the 
boundaries of the United States along the Mississippi River, but already Americans were penetrating the 
Spanish possessions beyond, The purchase of Louisiana in 1803 extended that boundary to the Rockies in the 
northwest and to the vague line of Spain’s remaining colonial empire in the southwest. 


The American intrusion into the Trans-Mississippi West was undertaken by explorers, Indian traders 
and fur hunters, On the Pacific Coast, New England ships explored the rivers and harbors seeking the sea 
otter pelts with which to carry on trade with China, In 1810-ll John Jacob Astor, New York fur merchant, 
combined land and sea forces to establish the first large scale commercial post west of the Rockies. His 
plans for monopolizing the Indian trade of the new northwest failed. His field partners were forced by cir- 
cumstances incident to the War of 1812 to disband the enterprise, and Fort Astoria at the mouth of the 
Columbia was “‘captured’’ by a British naval vessel in 1813. Through this act of war, the question of Great 
Britain’s and the United States’ claims to the Pacific Northwest become a subject of diplomatic contention. 
It remained so until 1846, 


During the course of some thirty years of intermittent negotiations between the two powers, the principle 
of occupation as basis for claims to sovereighty emerged as the key to the problem. This principle had been 
successfully used by Great Britain against Spain in the Nootka Controversy in 1790. In substance, it held that 


discovery, exploration and the rites of taking possession were not as weighty arguments for determining sover - 


eignty as the act of occupying a land. The United States adopted this principle as justification for its claims 
to the Columbia River area. In 1818 the dispute with Great Britain was temporarily setiled by an agreement 
of joint occupation without prejudice to either nation’s ultimate claims. The agreement was renewed in 1827 
when it was evident that the United States would not retreat from its position that the forty-ninth parailel was 
the northern limit of its ‘natural dominion,’’ even though the British had tacitly conceded the area s ath of 
the Columbia River as American. In the meantime, the British fur company, the Hudson’s Bay Company, had 
become established in the Oregon Country under a legitimate interpretation of the joint cccupation agreenient 
which permitted commercial enterprises to carry on their business from fortified posts. When American 
enterprise attempted to enter the area in 1832-34 it was defeated by trading competition it could not meet, 


Thus the British were to all practical purposes the sole occupants of the Oregon Country, in 1834, But 
ten years later the Americans had a growing colony in the Willamette Valley and were energetically demand- 
ing recognition from the United States government as a part of the nation. The Hudson’s Bay Company had 
Neither a firm policy nor official status to prevent the American penetration and expansion even north of the 
Coliimbia into the area of international disput 


stration in 1845 notified the British Foreign Office of its inten- 
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boundary, as long as there were no legal grounds upon which the British could exclude them from that area 
between the Columbia and the forty-ninth parallel which was in dispute, Once on the land, the American 
people claimed it in a possessory right to be protected by government. If there were no government function- 
ing where they were, they had a talent for creating one to serve their purpose. This was what they did in 
northern Maine, in Kentucky, Tennessee, in Texas and in California, And this is what they did in Oregon. 


Thus the character of American expansion contributed to the acquisition of Oregon, But the question 
remains as to what inspired the pioneers first to take the long road to Oregon when it was a land little 
known and isolated from the frontiers of the nation by an intervening reputed desert. 


The first white inhabitants were men of the fur trade connected with the North West and/or the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and with Nathaniel Wyeth’s commercial expeditions. Retired employees of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company located on farms in the Willamette Valley. The missionaries brought families and became farmers 
while they worked in their own way to ‘‘civilize’’ the country, In 1840 a few trappers drifted in from the 
Rockies with their Indian families and were joined by others from California and a few sailors or adventurers 
who had jumped ship at Monterey or Yerba Buena. These settled in Oregon because it was uncomplicated by 
civilization. 


Through the decade of the forties which witnessed hundreds of thousands of Americans moving into the old 
Northwest and the South, a modest ten or twelve thousand came to Oregon, There were, of course, personal 
and sometimes unique reasons why some of these people chose to be different and blaze the road to Oregon. 
But it is probable that the reason common to most pioneers was the opportunity they envisaged of acquiring 
free land in a region they believed to have almost unlimited agricultural and commercial potentialities. For 
a stake in the future these optimistic few chose the hardships of the Oregon Trail in preference to those of 
the road to Texas, or of the shorter trek to Iowa, Missouri or Arkansas, The determining difference for 
many was the difference between the amount of land they could afford to buy in the latter regions for $1.25 
an acre and the 640 acres they could have for the taking in far-off Oregon. 


The promise of free land in Oregon had back of it a long history of popular agitation for the transfer of 
the domain to the private ownership of small holders, With independence from Great Britain the King’s 
domain became a national domain. Before the Constitution was written, the Confederation Congress set up 
the basic law of the American land system in the Ordinances of 1785 and 1787, While these provided for the 
survey and sale in the territories, neither the details of sale nor the prices and methods of payment were 
satisfactory. For the next thirty-five years legislators experimented with various means by which small 
holders could secure lands, revenues accrue to government, and speculators’ activities be curbed. The 
Land Law of 1820, a simple law, remedied a number of these problems, It provided for sale to actual settlers 
of tracts as small as a quarter-section at a cash price of $1.25 per acre, But during the next twenty years 
there was continuous agitation for a reduction in the minimum price per acre and for legislation in the inter- 
est of settlers who had taken lands before they were open to public sale, 


The squatters, as they were called, were of long tradition in American expansion, and to protect their 
claims Congress proposed numerous bills providing them with preemption rights. These failed until 1841 
when the Preemption Land Law, often called Benton’s Log-cabin Bill, mustered sufficient votes to pass both 
houses, This law offered the right of preemption to the head of a family, to any man over twenty-one years 
of age and to widows who were citizens of the United States, or to aliens who had declared their intention of 
becoming such. Providing the claimant did not hold other lands in excess of 320 acres, he was given the 
right to settle on 160 acres of surveyed land and subsequently to buy it free of competitive bid at the minimum 
price the government set, 


Efforts to reduce the price of public domain lands focused on perennial offerings of graduated price 
schedules for lands offered at successive sales and not taken, Although no graduation act passed until 1854, 
discussion of the schemes’ advantages brought out the increasing popular sentiment for disposal of lands free 
to those who would occupy and cultivate them, With strong pressure from the western states between 1842 
and 1853, Congress was prevailed upon to pass a series of free land bills, to be applied on the frontiers of the 
nation, The first of these, the Florida Act (1842), was primarily a military measure designed to protect the 
Florida frontier by rewarding settlers who would bear arms against the Indians with a gift of 160 acres of 
land, At the same session of Congress, a bill to reward settlers who might move to Oregon was introduced. 
This bill was the genesis of the Oregon Donation Land Law of 1850 and though it failed to become law, it did 
inspire emigration to Oregon and the organization of a provisional government by the settlers in that region. 


Since 1838 there had been in Congress an ardent group of expansionists who on principle or for political 
reasons advocated the termination of the joint occupation agreement with Great Britain and the organization 
of military posts in the Oregon Country. In 1841-42, Senator Lewis Linn of Missouri, supported by his 
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colleague Thomas Benton, introduced a set of resolutions which maintained: 1) that the title of the United 
States to Oregon was indisputable and should not be abandoned; 2) that the President should give notice of 
intent to terminate the agreement within twelve months; 3) that the laws of the United States should be 
extended over citizens of the United States living in Oregon; 4) that a regiment of riflemen should be 
raised to protect emigrants en route to Oregon; and 5) that white male inhabitants of the territory should 
be granted 640 acres of land free on proof of cultivation of the same for five years. 


' Senator Linn was not successful in winning congressional approval for his resolutions. But his con- 
viction of ultimate success was so great and was shared by so many persons that something more than 100 
emigrants set out for Oregon in the spring of 1842, and the President appointed one of them to act as Indian 
agent under the laws of lowa Territory. In December of that year, Linn introduced a complete bill contain- 
ing provisions for a generous donation of land to Oregon settlers, for the appointment of Indian agents, and 
for the extension of civil and criminal courts of Iowa Territory to the region west of the Rockies between 
the fifty-fourth and forty-second parallels. This bill also failed to pass Congress, but the idea had become 
fixed in the popular mind that settlers in Oregon might expect no less than a section of land free for the 
cultivation, 


The arrival of the 1842 immigration in Oregon was an indication to those already there that their days of 
neglect were about over, that others would be caming to take up lands in the new country, and that they had 
better prepare for this situation by setting up some precedents of law and order for their own protection, 
Hence in the spring of 1843 the American inhabitants of the Willamette Valley to the number of about 150 
organized a provisional government, The heart of the organic code was its land law, and this was in keeping 
with the provisions Linn had advocated in the previous year, with special provisions for the local situation. 


Art. 1. Any person now holding, or hereafter wishing to establish a claim to land in this territory, 
shall designate the extent of his claim by natural boundaries, or by marks at the corners, and on the 
lines of such claim, and have the extent and boundaries of said claim recorded in the office of the 
territorial recorder, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, within twenty days from the time of 
making said claim, Provided, That those who shall already be in possession of land, shall be allowed one 
year from the passage of this act to file a description of his claim in the recorder’s office. 


Art, 2. All Claimants shall, within six months of the time of recording their claims, make permanent 
improvements upon the same by building or enclosing, and also become an occupant upon said claims, 
within one year from the date of such record. 


Art. 3. No individual shall be allowed to hold a claim of more than one square mile, or 640 acres ina 
square or oblong form, according to the natural situation of the premises; nor shall any individual be 
allowed to hold more than one claim at the same time... 


Art, 4, No person shall be entitled to hold such a claim upon city or town sites, extensive water privil- 
eges, or other situations necessary for the transaction of mercantile or manufacturing operations, and 
to the detriment of the community- Provided, That nothing in these laws shall be so construed to affect 
any claim of any mission or a religious character, made previous to this time, of an extent not more 
than six miles Square. 


Article 4 was particularly directed toward a controversy between Chief Factor Dr. John McLoughlin of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company and Methodist missionaries over the former’s claim to a strategic power and 
transportation site at the Falls of the Willamette River. It was modified by the provisional government's 
legislative committee in June, 1844 to permit a person to hold town lots in addition toa land claim, Other: 
modifications of that year allowed a claimant to occupy his land in person or through a tenant, permitted a 
claim to be for 600 acres of prairie land the the remaining forty in timber without such parts being adjoin- 
ing; allowed two persons to take and hold jointly 1,280 acres, providing that within the first year of occupation 
improvements were made on each half of such a joint claim. Abuses in the laying-out of claims and in meet- 
ing the conditions of improvement, and a need to protect claims against claim-jumpers led to additional 
changes in the law. The legislature of 1845 took from the missions their special grant of six square miles, 
rie allowed no individual to hold a claim of more than one square mile or to hold more than one claim ata 
ime, 


This land law formed a reasonable strong safeguard for the interests of the settlers already in Oregon 
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and for those thet came between 1843 and 1850. Although the boundary issue was settled in 1846, Congress 
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did not get around to providing a ter ritorial government fer the American colony until the late summer of 
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grees? 


The act creating the Oregon Territory contained provisions of particular significance to the settlers. 
It re;ninded them, for example, that under the customary policy of the federal government, Indian titles 
to the land had to be extinguished: ‘'...nothing in this act...shall be construed to impair the rights of person 
or property now pertaining to the Indians...so long as such rights remain unextinguished by treaty between 
the United States and such Indians...’ In defining the legislative powers of the territory, Congress directed 
that its representatives might pass no law “‘interfering with the primary disposal of the soil.’’ It extended 
to settlers the rights and privileges guaranteed under the Ordinance of 1787, and continued “valid and opera- 
tive’’ legislation enacted by the settlers under their provisional government that was not incompatible with 
the Constitution of the United States and the Territorial Act. However, it declared null and void “‘all laws 
heretofore passed in said territory making grants of land, or otherwise affecting or incumbering the title 
to lands... 


Two years after the passage of the Territorial Act, Congress enacted the first federal law affecting 
public lands in Oregon, under the title “‘An Act to create the office of surveyor-general of the public lands 
in Oregon, and to provide for the survey, and to make donations to settlers of the said public lands.’’ The 
substance of the act was introduced in 1849 and modified in detail during discussion of the bill. Debate was 
concerned mainly with the propriety of rewarding the early settlers for “‘winning Oregon,”’ and later settlers, 
that is, those who would emigrate after (850>for settling the country. The Donation Land Act, as the measure 
is often referred to, contained the heart of the matter, as far as the settlers were concerned, in sections 4 
and (5; Gestion 4 suplied te getiters who ware zesident in Oregon helate Deceuiber st. 1eeur 
There shall be, and hereby is, granted to every white settler or occupant of the public lands, American 
half-breed Indians included, above the age of eighteen years, being a citizen of the United States, or 
having made a declaration according to law, of his intention to become a citizen, or who shall make such 
declaration on or before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, now residing in said 
territory, or who shall become a resident thereof, on or before the first day of December, eighteen 
hundred and fifty, and who shall have resided upon and cultivated the same for four successive years,” 
and shall otherwise conform to the provisions of this act, the quantity of one half section, or three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, if a single man, and if a married man, or if he shall become married 
within one year from the first day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty, the quantity of one section, 
or_six hundred and forty acres, one half to himself, and the other half to his wife, to be held by her in 
her own rfght; and the surveyor-general shall designate the part enuring to the husband, and that to the 
wife, and enter the same on the records of his office; and in all cases where such married persons have 
complied with the provisions of this act, so as to entitle them to the grant as above provided, whether 
under the late provisional government of Oregon, or since, and if either shall have died before patent 
issues, the survivor and children, or heirs of the deceased, shall be entitled to the share or interest af 
the deceased, in equal proportions, except where the deceased shall otherwise dispose of it by testa- 
ment duly and properly executed according to the laws of Oregon. Provided, That no alien shall be en- 
titled to a patent to land, granted by this act, until he shall produce to the surveyor-general of Oregon, 
record evidence that his naturalization as a citizen of the United States has been completed; but if any 
alien, having made his declaration of an intention to become a citizen of the United States, after the 
passage of this act, shall die before his naturalization shall be completed, the possessory right acquired 
by him under the provisions of this act shall descend to his heirs at law, or pass to his devisees, to 
whom, as the case may be, the patent shall issue: Provided, further, That in all cases provided for in this 
section, the donation shall embrace the land actually occupied and cultivated by the settler thereon: 
Provided, further, That all future contracts, by any person or persons entitled to the benefit of this act, 
for the sale of the land to which he or they may be entitled under this act, before he or they have received 
a patent therefor, shall be void. Provided further, however, that this section shall not be so construed 
as to allow those claiming rights under the treaty with Great Britain, relative to the Oregon territory, 
to claim both under this grant and the treaty, but merely to secure them the election, and confine them 
to a Single grant of land. _ 


Section 5 applied to settlers who emigrated to and settled in the Territory between December 1, 1850, and 
Decembe 853; ae 


To all white male citizens of the United States, or persons who shall have made a declaration of inten- 
tion to become such, above the age of twenty-one years, emigrating to and settling in said territory, 
between the first day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty, and the first day of December, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three; and to all white male American citizens, not hereinbefore provided for, becoming 
one-and-twenty years of age, in said territory, and settling there between the times last aforesaid, who 
shall in other respects comply with the foregoing section and the provisions of this law, there shall be, 
and hereby is, granted the quantity of_one quarter section, or one hundred and sixty acres of land, if a 
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said territory, or within one year after becoming twenty-one years of age as aforesaid, then the quantity 


f one half section, or three hundred and twenty acres, one half to the husband, and the oth half to the 
wife in her own right, to be designated by the surveyor-general as aforesaid: Provided always, That no. 
person shall ever receive a patent for more than one donation of land in said territory in his or her own 


right: Provided, That no mineral lands shall be located or granted under the provisions of this act. 


Certain lands were reserved from entry: mineral and salines and ‘‘such portions as may be designated... 
for forts,’’ and ‘other needful public uses.’” The Ordinance of 1787, the basic code upon which the terri- 
torial system was built, reserved section 16 of each township for the use of the schools. In the Oregon 
Territorial Act, two sections, 16 and 36, were reserved for this purpose, and two townships west of the 
Cascades, for the support of a university. 


The same act provided for the machinery by which the donation land could be taken up. A surveyor- 
general was to be appointed and his duties were outlined. 


...he shall,..cause to be surveyed, in townships and sections,...the district of country lying between the 
summit of the Cascade mountains and the Pacific ocean, and south and north of the Columbia River: : 
Provided, however, That none other than township lines shall be run, where the land is deemed unfit for 
cultivation, 


It is pertinent to point out that the first surveys were run in those sections of the country where settlers 
occupied the land and where the land appeared to be most fit for cultivation, 


Claimants to donation lands were requi e . 
suryey had been made or “where the survey has been made before the settlement commenced, then within 


three months from the commencement of such settlement, of the precise tract or tracts claimed by them. q 
Within twelve months after th had be 2 e ired 


to prove that seftlement and cultivation had been commenced. —...at any time after the expiration Of Seay 
years from the date of such settlement whether made under the Taws of the late provisional government or 
not,” the setiler, having offered proper proot that requirements of continued res dene a etic 
been fulfilled, wou é granted certificates of proof. If the General Land Office found no reason to question 


Several subsequent amendments to the original act favored the Oregon settlers. An act to amend, of 
February 14, 1853, extended the time by which settlers could take up lands under Section 5 from December 


The amendatory act of 1853 also provided for widows, and permitted persons locating lands to commute 
two of the four required years of residence he payment of 25 per acre after the land had be ur 
veyed, rected that all 


...public lands within the limits of the townships surveyed, or to be surveyed, in the territory, west of 
of the Cascade mountains, which shall not have been claimed under the provisions of the fourth and 
fifth sections of the act (of 1850, and excepting reserved and mineral lands),..shall be subject to public 
sale and private entry as other public lands... 


A measure further to amend the 1850 land law, July 17, 1854, granted donations to orphans and extended 
the Preemption Law of 1841 to Oregon (and Washington Territory), validating entry on both surveyed and un- 
surveyed lands. This required only that settlers on unsurveyed lands should give notice to the surveyor- 
general of the tract claimed “within six months after the survey of such lands is made and returned, , 

4 

The Florida Act of 1842 and the Oregon Donation Land Law of 1850 were the only instances until the 
Homestead Act of 1862 in which an outright gift of the public domain was made to private individuals, The 
Oregon law was designed to reward and encourage the settlement of the Pacific Northwest. The anticipation 
of free lands must be considered a primary factor in bringing population to Oregon between 1842 and 1855, 
The coincidence of congressional debate on Oregon colonization bills in 1841-43 and the emigrations of 
1842-43 igs not an accident of history. The pattern of land distribution adopted by the provisional govern- 
ment was related to the ideas presented in the abortive bills, 


The land law of 1850 relieved a situation of insecurity in which settlers were reluctant to make improve- 
ments on their claims until they weré as ed that their claims would be allowed. In 1848, George H. 
Atkinson, a shrewd cbhserver of early Oregon, noted in his diary thet under the circumstances, the farmer 
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section to man and wife settling between December 1, 1850 and 1853, and its extension to 1855, brought close 
to thirty thousand people into Oregon before the latter date. These were assured of eventual title and had 
no worries comparable to those of an earlier date. 


Although surveys were contracted for by 1852, and two years later 429,493 acres were reported, the pro- 
cess of patenting and withdrawing claims from the public domain was a slow one. In 1854, the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office reported no provision for the ordinary sale of lands authorized by Congress in 
1853 could be ‘made until special plats of donation claims showing their connections with the lines of the 
public surveys were filed in the Washington office. Holders of donation claims had to notify the surveyor- 
general of their claim within three months after survey had been made or settlement begun. By 1857 an 
estimated 6,000 notifications were on file at the Oregon City (formerly Willamette Falls) land office, Accord- 
ing to the surveyor-general’s estimate in that year, “the whole number of settlers claiming lands under the 
donation laws in Oregon is not far from 9000.’ 


Though over 7,000 Donation Land Claims were eveniually filed in Oregon, as of September 1856, only 
808 had been examined, platted, and approved, and 750 surveyed. Of the latter, the claim-survey field notes 
had been examined in 600 cases, The crux of the matter was that while settlers on both donation and pre- 
emption claims filed notices of entry, they did not carry through with the procurement of patents. The report 
of the Secretary of the Interior in 1857 reviewed the situation as it existed generally in the West: 


When an actual settler goes upon lands which have been offered for sale, and builds himself a house, 
the law allows him 12 months within which to pay for a preemption right of 160 acres, 


If he enters upon unoffered lands, or lands which have never been surveyed, he is permitted to file his 
declaration of intention to enter and is not required to pay for his preemption till the day appointed by 
proclamation for public sale of the lands. Public policy may cuase an indefinite postponement of the sale 
of the land, and the consequence is, that with this inchoate, imperfect right, he continues to occupy with- 
out perfecting his title. 


This situation was remarked in Oregon, ‘‘Not having been empowered to hasten the surveys of private 
land claims not taken by legal subdivisions, the work in many townships goes on tardily, because settlers 
still withhold their requests for surveys,” reported the surveyor-general in the same year. ‘‘Public policy’’ 
determined that there should be no public land sale in Oregon until 1862. 


Thus for twelve years after the passage of the Donation Law the only means of acquiring land titles i 
Oregon was through the completion of the claims procedures, whether donation or preemption, and through 
the purchase of an original claimant's rights and improvements, ‘ 


There were several other interesting consequences of the Donation Law. It gave recognition--unusual at 
the time--to women in permitting them to hold their claims in their own right. This did not assure their inde- 
pendence but it did assure any woman of barely marriageable age a husband. The development of the 
Willamette Valley was in a sense handicapped by the law, which in granting claims of one square mile isolated 
the settlers, impeded the growth of towns and the diversification of occupations and crops. It worked a hard- 
ship on those unable to commute their term of residence for’ a cash payment in preventing them from supple- 
menting their crop income with cash or its equivalent from other kinds of labor. 


Eventually however, 7 437 patents covering about 2,500,000 acres were granted in Oregon. By 1900 few 


of the Donation Land Claims were owned by the families of the original claimants. But from these sections 


and half-sections of donation lands came the sturdy men and women who built Oregon. 


